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Washington, Jan 5, 2007 -       Washington, DC--U.S. Congressman Mike Pence released the
following statement on the ethics package Congress will consider tonight: 
 
 
 
"Effective government in a free society depends on the integrity of our institutions and
public servants.
I am pleased to support this bipartisan ethics reform package as an important step
toward restoring public confidence in the fundamental integrity of our legislative
process." 
   

  

Background

  

Several of the provisions included in this title are similar or identical to provisions in the
Lobbying, Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (H.R. 4975), which passed the House of
Representatives in the 109th  Congress by the Republican majority. 
  
The major provisions in this title include:

      
Bars Members of the House of Representatives from influencing the hiring decisions of private sector employers based on partisan political affiliation by threatening, offering, or withholding official acts. (Title II, section 202)

  

*Note: This provision was adopted in Section 203 of H.R. 4975, the Lobbying Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006, which passed the House on May 3, 2006. 

  

  

Bars Members and employees of the House from knowingly accepting gifts from lobbyists and foreign or private entities that employ lobbyists regardless of value, but leaves in place current exemptions. (Title II, section 203)

  

Event tickets are valued at the face value of the ticket (which must be the same ticket price available to the public), and tickets without a face value will be assessed at the highest cost of a ticket with a face value to the event. (Title II, section 204)

  

*Note: This provision was adopted in Section 304 of H.R. 4975, the Lobbying Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006, which passed the House on May 3, 2006. 

  

Members may not receive a private reimbursement for travel expenses for trips:

      

1) With a lobbyist or where a lobbyist accompanies the Member on any portion of the trip. 

  

2) From a private entity where lobbyists have had any involvement in planning, organization, requesting, or arranging the trip
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Institutions of higher education are exempted as established by the Higher Education Act of 1965.

  

Requires Members of the House of Representatives to seek prior approval from the Ethics Committee for travel funded by any private source and submit a written certification to the committee that no lobbyists are funding or in any way facilitating the trip before accepting any invitation for private travel. 

  

Shortens the deadline for filing disclosures from 30 to 15 days. (Title II, section 206)

  

Members of the House of Representatives may not use personal, official, or campaign funds to pay for travel on privately owned, non commercial planes. (Title II, section 207)

  

The Ethics Committee will devise a set of guidelines for determining"

      

A reasonable connection between a trip and official duties

  

2) a reasonable amount of money a trip sponsor may spend

  

3) a reasonable relationship between a trip and a related official purpose

  

Guidelines are to be made taking into account government official travel per diem rates. (Title II, section 208)

  

*Note: The House adopted a similar provision in Section 301 of H.R. 4975, The Lobbying Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006, which passed the House on May 3, 2006.

  

The Ethics Committee will offer ethics training to all Members, officers and appropriate employees of the House. Additionally, House officers and appropriate employees are required to annually certify completion of the ethics training. (Title II, section 211) 

  

*Note: The House adopted a similar requirement in Section 502 of H.R. 4975, The Lobbying Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006, which passed the House on May 3, 2006. The requirements in H.R. 4975 did not apply to Members, but included an enforcement provision to withhold the pay of any personnel who did not complete the ethics training.

  

  ### 
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